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In summer 1883, General William Tecumseh Sherman took Colonel Richard Irving Dodge, his former aide-de-camp, 
with him on a 10,000-mile inspection tour across the northern tier of territories, on to the Pacific Northwest, south 
through California, and east through the Southwest to Denver. Dodge had no idea his journals would ever become 
public, so he wrote openly about his companions and their interactions, terrain and natural wonders, conditions of 
military posts, life in civilian communities, and what the future seemed to hold for the region and its changing 
population. 

About the AuthorWayne R. Kime is retired as Professor of English at Fairmont State College in Fairmont, West 
Virginia. Among his numerous works, he has edited a critical edition of Dodge's Plains of North America and Their 
Inhabitants as well as four volumes of his journals. 


