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James Wright : The Shape of Light (Companionsfor the Journey) before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Shape of Light (Companions for the Journey):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. James Wright (1927-1980) was one of the great American poets of
the 20th century and one of ...By texcriticJames Wright (1927-1980) was one of the great American poets of the 20th
century and one of its greatest masters of the prose poem. Though he came to the prose poem relatively latein his
career -- influenced most likely in part by his association with fellow poet Robert Bly -- Wright quickly mastered the
form and turned out a series of remarkabl e prose poems towards the end of hislife. Hisfirst full collection of prose
poetry was "Moments of the Italian Summer", a series of poems he wrote after touring Italy with hiswife Annie in the
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mid-1970s. "The Shape of Light" encompasses those poems, plus afew others, including prose poem letters to his son
Franz, and friends. Wright's craft runs from basic descriptions to sweeping runs of imaginative and figurative
language, as he creates crisp, memorabl e pieces here that exemplify the prose poem form at its height in American
poetry. Thisisatimely and important collection not only for its place in Wright's work, but in its presentation of prose
poetry as avital, autonomous and useful art form on its own. Highly recommended.

Wrights poems, with their grace and intelligence, not only stand as a rebuke to most of the glib work of his time, but
remain among the finest examples of the midcentury American lyric.J.D. McClatchy, The New Y ork Times Book
ReviewThe fruits of the season, James Wrights luminous prose captures eternal momentsin histravels through Italy
and France. James Wright (19271980) won the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry in 1972. His many books include the recent
Selected Poems and A Wild Perfection: The Selected L etters of James Wright.

"Wright's poems, with their grace and intelligence, not only stand as a rebuke to most of the glib work of histime, but
remain among the finest examples of the midcentury American lyric." -- JD McClatchy, The New Y ork Times Book
About the AuthorJames Wright (1927-1980) won the Pulitzer Prize for poetry in 1972. His many books include the
recent Selected Poems and A Wild Perfection: Selected Letters.



