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William Henry Ryus : The Second William Penn ... Incidents Along the Old Santa Fe Trail  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Second William Penn ... Incidents 
Along the Old Santa Fe Trail: 

W. H. Ryus, better known as "the Second William Penn" by passengers and old settlers along the line of the Old Santa 
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Fe Trail because of his rare and exceptional knowledge of Indian traits and characteristics and his ability to trade and 
treat with them so tactfully, was one of the boy drivers of the stage coach that crossed the plains while the West was 
still looked upon as "wild and wooly," and in reality was fraught with numerous, and oftentimes, murderous dangers. 
Sometimes a band of Indians would follow his coach for miles, protecting their favorite, as it were, from dangers that 
might assail him. They were always peaceable and friendly toward Billy in exchange for his hospitality and kindness. 
It was a by-word from Kansas City to Santa Fe that "Billy" was one boy driver and conductor who gave the Indians 
something more than abuse to relate to their squaws around their wigwam campfires. A great many of the drivers had 
nothing but abuse for the Indians because they were afraid of them. This made the Indians feel, when they met, that the 
driver considered him a mortal foe. However, our author says that had the drivers taken time and trouble to have made 
a study of the habits of the Indians, as he had done, that they could have just as easily aroused their confidence and 
secured this Indian protection which he enjoyed. Within Billy's coach there was carried, what seemed to most 
passengers, a superfluity of provision. It was his fixed theory that to feed an Indian was better than to fight one. He 
showed his passengers the need of surplus foods, if he had an idea he would be visited by his Red Friends, who may 
have been his foes, but for his cunning in devising entertainment and hospitality for them. The menus of these 
luncheons consisted chiefly of buffalo sausage, bacon, venison, coffee and canned fruits. He carried the sausage in 
huge ten-gallon camp kettles. This book is highly recommened as sound reading to all who desire to know the truth 
concerning the incidents which actually occurred along the Old Trail, and the real friendly relations which existed 
between the Indians and the white men, such as our Author and Kit Carson, who were well acquainted with their 
motives and characteristics.


