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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. AdventureBy George LAn interesting read of a remote part of N 
America. If you like adventures and remote areas you will love this one.14 of 18 people found the following review 
helpful. Forever Yaak?By Mark A. YorkOne of my experiences as a biologist for the U.S. Forest Service was a brief 
stint in Libby, Montana where I was a weekend visitor to the remote Yaak Valley championed by resident 
conservationist Rick Bass. My first pass through the valley was a shock. The sea of clearcuts from past timber sales 
were clearly alarming, and I vowed to return for further investigation. In 1994 I studied fish populations in the Libby 
area now, and then, a superfund site at the plywood mill where we installed a fish weir in an attempt locate the last 
remaining Bull trout, now an endangered species in the Pacific Northwest. The previous year there were two. In 1994 
none returned to the Libby trap. Similar conditions exist on the Yaak River, a major tributary to the Kootenai. Though 
superficially "wild" in outward apearance this is devastated landscape due to economic activity that has ruined the 
landscape and the citizenry from asbestosis at the other superfund site, a vermiculite mine once operated by W.R. 
Grace Corporation of "A Civil Action" fame. They are gone now, but so is everything else the area once offered. "We 
don't mind looking at the clearcuts," my boss a dour wildlife biologist told me. It is a legacy that Mr. Bass will be hard 
pressed to reverse with the current forest management leadership. But we must try. I stand with him in that battle. The 
chapter in my book "Against a Strong Current," is called "Three Bull Trout."25 of 28 people found the following 
review helpful. Redefining WildernessBy A CustomerA valuable collection of diverse voices bearing witness to the 
last of the last: a small but ecologically rich valley in the far northwest corner of Montana. Those familiar with the 
prolific writings (and rantings) of Yaak resident Rick Bass know that he can come off as a monomaniac, but this 
anthology proves his passion is grounded and infectious. Great contributions from prominent writers, poets, 
conservationists, biologists, politicians, and local residents provide a mosaic of visions on the endangered magic that is 
the Yaak. The primary lesson: the Yaak is a biological, not a recreational wilderness. It is a place that must be saved, 
not for your next summer vacation, but for the itinerent wolves, the few remaining stands of ancient larch, the inland 
redband trout, the resident horse loggers, 15 modest-sized 'gardens' of unroaded national forest, and a tiny (perhaps 
single digit)population of super-survivor grizzly bears. Once gone, they are gone forever.

An important book about the rich, yet fragile ecosystem in the Yaak Valley of northwestern Montana 

"For anyone interested in protecting wild places."--Big Sky Journal 


