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Garrett Peck : The Potomac River:: A History Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Potomac River:: A History Guide: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great Book!By James SmithsonIt's a very good guide (especially to 
trails) with welcome historical tales. Really it a model for what could be done in other regions. Most highly 
recommended!3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Just Like the Title SaysBy pinmagicJust like the title 
says, this is both history and tourguide, rolled into one. It's an easy read that gives you a real sense of the importance 
of sites it's describing. Makes a great history read, even if you're sitting on your sofa, but would be an outstanding 
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companion on a trip to see the sites. Even DC locals (like myself) can learn a lot, like the origin of the names Little 
Falls, Seven Locks and Foggy Bottom, the location of the real "Cabin John Bridge", and the reason Chain Bridge is 
called Chain Bridge. And I guess I slept through high school, cause I really didn't know who the heck Clara Barton 
was til now. Plenty of photos, maps and diagrams, including a number of beautiful shots in color. Highly 
recommended.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Informative, InterestingBy Kindle CustomerI love the 
Potomac River, and this book looked interesting. It was! It provided me with the info and history I was looking for, 
along with interesting photos.

The great Potomac River begins in the Alleghenies and flows 383 miles through some of America's most historic lands 
before emptying into the Chesapeake Bay. The course of the river drove the development of the region and the path of 
a young republic Maryland's first Catholic settlers came to its banks in 1634 and George Washington helped settle the 
new capitol on its shores. During the Civil War the river divided North and South, and it witnessed John Brown's raid 
on Harper's Ferry and the bloody Battle of Antietam. Author Garrett Peck leads readers on a journey down the 
Potomac, from its first fount at Fairfax Stone in West Virginia to its mouth at Point Lookout in Maryland. Combining 
history with recreation, Peck has written an indispensible guide to the nation's river.

"In recounting the history of the sites and cities along the Potomac, [Peck] raises the very awareness that's necessary to 
saving the river." - DCist, April 26, 2012"Peck churned out one quirky anecdote after another, giving the audience a 
catalog of fun facts to pull out at happy hours." - National Journal Daily, May 8, 2012"From sourcing the rivers' 
origins far from town to highlighting many interesting stops along the way, Peck does a great job of providing short 
stories of our region. It's a quick, easy read filled with lots of fun photos that doesn't read like a textbook." - Rick 
Snider, Monumental Thoughts, March 27, 2012"Peck has just finished a chronicle of and guide to Washington's 
primary waterway, all the way from West Virginia to the Chesapeake watershed. Make your next tubing trip a little 
more educated." - Washington City Paper, May 18, 2012"The Potomac River has shaped history. It's also an awfully 
nice place to go for a hike. Both these aspects of the river are explored in [Peck's] new book." - Huffington Post, May 
24, 2012 


