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David Koenig : The People V. Disneyland: How Lawsuits Lawyers Transformed the Magic  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The People V. Disneyland: How Lawsuits 
Lawyers Transformed the Magic: 

20 of 22 people found the following review helpful. Entertaining tales from Disneyland and the courtroomBy Alastair 
DallasWhat a great way to tell the history of a singular place like Disneyland! With the same fluid, readable style that 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1937878031


made his "Mouse Tales" books so entertaining, David Koenig assembles and categorizes 60 years of lawsuits in which 
Disneyland was the defendant--nearly 1,300, according to the book jacket. As with The Nickel Tour, a history of 
Disneyland told in postcards, the incidents, claims, and eventual resolutions of these cases paint a vivid portrait of a 
magical park that changed after Walt Disney died and turned dramatically away from maintenance and safety in the 
1990s when, not coincidentally, the park began losing in court and paying large out of court settlements. The book 
concludes with a comprehensive list of cases and sources, categorized as Slips, Trips Bumps, Collapsing Objects, 
Struck by Cast Member, and so on. Interesting for several reasons and extremely well-written.4 of 5 people found the 
following review helpful. Excellent, Entertaining ReadBy tom freelKoenig provides excellent commentary on a 
multitude of legal cases from the park's inception to modern times that run the gamut from the hard-fought and 
complex to some hilarious frivolous litigation. It's more than lawsuits. In this he also details numerous management 
decisions gone completely wrong, particularly through the Disney dark years of the 90's. The story also follows the 
outcome of changes to state law and administrative rules that ultimately changed Disney theme parks. There is an 
undercurrent here as well. It wasn't just lawyers and lawsuits that changed the parks. The recurring theme has more to 
do with guests who forget real world danger can, and does exist when one decides not to keep hands and arms (and 
legs) inside the ride vehicle at all times and to stay seated and secured until the ride comes to a complete stop. Well 
done Mr. Koenig.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Koenig delivers, again!By kellyprydeGreat book, 
interesting material for any Disney park enthusiast. You'll love the history and the lawsuit details.

On July 17, 1955, Walt Disney opened his first venture directly serving the general public: Disneyland. Three days 
later, a small girl smashed her miniature Autopia car into a curb, slamming her face against the bare metal steering 
wheel. Her family filed suit.Disney quickly went to work making the ride safer, while at the same time it began 
vigorously fighting the family s charges. And, the park started gearing up for more lawsuits thousands more.The 
People v. Disneyland: How Lawsuits Lawyers Transformed the Magic, the latest book from Mouse Tales author David 
Koenig, chronicles 60 years of tumbles, attraction mishaps, ticket scams, attacks by security guards and costumed 
characters, disability disputes, and employees who turned on their employer. Sometimes the allegations convinced 
Disney to change its operations, usually secretly. Other times, they stuck by their guns, convinced the claims were 
bogus.Based on exclusive interviews and nearly 1,300 lawsuits filed against the Mouse, The People v. Disneyland 
reveals how Walt's wonderland has been remade into a very different place.

About the AuthorOver the past three decades, David Koenig has become arguably the theme park industry's best 
known outsider, from his first book on Disney the best-selling Mouse Tales: A Behind-the-Ears Look at Disneyland to 
his latest, The People v. Disneyland: How Lawsuits Lawyers Transformed the Magic.His other books include 
Realityland: True-Life Adventures at Walt Disney World, Mouse Under Glass: Secrets of Disney Animation Theme 
Parks, More Mouse Tales: A Closer Peek Backstage, and Danny Kaye: King of Jesters.He also is a founding 
contributor to MousePlanet.com. 


