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William D. Middleton : The Pennsylvania Railroad Under Wire (Golden Years of Railroading)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Pennsylvania Railroad 
Under Wire (Golden Years of Railroading): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Expected more depth of informatoin from this book, but just got a 
lot of photos.By Alan HortonIt's mainly a picture book. Lots of photos but the text lacked the depth of information I 
was hoping for. I was also disappointed that there were no maps.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. All 
about PENNSY Electric EnginesBy wemccourtGreat Book0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy JoeExcellent product. Great transaction.

Early in the 20th century the PRR tried electric power for its trains. First was the New York terminal area, where 
tunnels precluded steam locomotives; a direct current (DC) 650-volt third rail powered PRR locomotives (and LIRR 
passenger cars). The system was put into service in 1910.The next area to be electrified was the Philadelphia terminal 
area, where PRR officials decided to use overhead lines to supply power to the suburban trains running out of Broad 
Street Station. Unlike the New York terminal system, overhead wires would carry 11,000-volt 25-Hertz alternating 
current (AC) power, the system used for all future installations. In 1915, electrification of the line from Philadelphia to 
Paoli, Pennsylvania was completed. Other Philadelphia lines electrified were the Chestnut Hill Branch (1918), White 
Marsh (1924), West Chester (1928), the main line to Wilmington, Delaware, and in 1930 the Schuylkill Branch to 
Norristown, along with the rest of the main line to Trenton. In January 1933, through main-line service between New 
York and Philadelphia/Wilmington/Paoli was placed in operation. The first test run of an electric train between 
Philadelphia and Washington occurred on January 28, 1935. On February 1 the Congressional Limiteds in both 
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directions were the first trains in regular electric operation between New York and Washington, drawn by the first of 
the GG1-type locomotives. All regular passenger trains between these cities were electrified by March 15.


