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Swan M. Burnett : The Over-mountain Men  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Over-mountain Men: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not Even A BookBy TB2I had read reference to information about 
my ancestor in a book called the Over Mountain Men. I was excited to find a better ok by such title on . However, this 
was not what I expected. This is less of a book and more of a pamphlet. It is a xeroxed pamphlet. It seems to have at 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1540358216


some point been a feel good pamphlet for folks form that area. There is really not any actual information in it, just 
superfluous speech about the bravery of East Tennesseans. There are maybe four names in the entire book, and two are 
Washington and Cornwallis. It is 23 pages total. I expected information on the Revolution, but it is mostly speaking 
about the Civil War. All in all it is a waste of money. If I can return it, I will.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Interesting commentary of the political climate in the late 1700's in the new world now the USA.By Amelia B. 
WallaceInteresting commentary on the political situation which drove colonists from the east coast to,the western 
frontier of North Carolina. I really wanted it in hopes it might have names of more of the "Over the Mountain Men"2 
of 2 people found the following review helpful. Not what I wanted!By CarolThis book was just xerox copies of other 
material. I did not find the information that I was anticipating. Nothing regarding the Revolutionary War was included 
and it was very difficult to read.

SWAN M. BURNETT (1847-1906) was a professor of ophthalmology at Georgetown University and husband of the 
world famous author and Gilded Age celebrity Frances Hodgson Burnett. Swan was also an amateur anthropologist 
and member of the Anthropological Society of Washington. In 1895 Swan published the article "The Over-mountain 
Men: Some Passages from a Page of Neglected History" on the large number of Union sympathizers in East Tennessee 
during the Civil War. Swan writes: "Of the luxuries of life there was a total absence; of the ordinary comforts there 
were only a few, and at times the common necessities were wanting, and yet of these deprivations no word of 
complaint was ever uttered. The success of the Union arms was the one absorbing desire in which every other feeling 
was lost. To the furthering of this they gave of every thing they had. They spared nothing, neither their possessions, 
their lives nor their loves, and it is a matter of record that more than 20,000 of them were enrolled in the Union army, 
aside from the large number that served as scouts and in other independent capacities, and whenever the opportunity 
offered they proved themselves the equal of any in courage, endurance and the other qualities of good soldiers. "When 
at the end of the four years the survivors returned to their homes, they found a desolated country in which to make 
once more the start in life. But this did not daunt them and, thankful that peace had once again spread her white wings 
over the land under the stars and stripes, they set forward with cheerfulness to mark out the lines on which to build 
anew those homes they had been forced to leave, with heavy hearts and forbodings only of evil. But their country was 
no longer the same. It had lost its essential character of isolation, and had become a recognized interger in the new and 
redeemed republic. Having been the theatre of war for four years, soldiers from every State in the North and West had 
at some time served among them, and many, attracted by its agreeable climate and natural resources returned, after the 
declaration of peace, to make it their home."


