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Francis Parkman : The Oregon Trail: Sketches of prairie and Rocky Mountain life / with an introduction by 
Martin Ridge and lino-cuts by Peter Pendrey  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Oregon Trail: Sketches of prairie and Rocky Mountain life / with an introduction 
by Martin Ridge and lino-cuts by Peter Pendrey: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The frontier that was not so very long agoBy Green CatA fascinating 
account because it was a window into life on the frontier written at the moment when white settlers began to arrive in 
the prairie and Rocky Mountain area. The author foresaw the future of the native population and was something of a 
visionary in his desire to chronicle their way of life. At the same time, the vocabulary that he used was easy to 
understand but not the words that we would use today -- today we would call his writing style pretentious. But the 
rugged life he endured -- most of us couldn't and wouldn't! Some of his descriptions of various peoples would be so 
politically incorrect today as to be eye-popping, and he seemed to be very open minded and democratic for his day. 
Fascinating -- and how times have changed!3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The Oregon Trail in 
1851By Dora M. GourleyThis was a grand book. I have read many books on the Oregon Trail. This one rates right up 
at the top. My family were pioneers who came to Oregon later, leaving Ohio but going to Colorado to mine. When the 
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gold ran out, they started to Oregon in 1870. My ggg grandmother died on the trail and is buried in an unknown grave 
in Colorado. I loved marching along with these folks as the maps and renditions take the reader mile after mile on their 
weary way.Although they did leave out a bit about coming down the snake river and into Baker valley, skipping over 
that to reach the next valley which is La Grande and the Grand Ronde valley. There is a beautiful historical center at 
Baker which is all about the history of the Oregon Trail.I would highly recommend this book to anyone interested in 
the history of the migration. All school children should read it. The struggles these folks went thru to find their dreams 
will make them shudder.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating and engaging storyBy M. 
EllisHaving just moved to Oregon, I wanted to know more about the Oregon trail. I loved this book. It is a historical 
novel and really describes not only the hardships of the trail but also the vast country, diversity of both pioneers and 
native people and the social and political conditions of the time. I could not put his book down and was sorry when it 
ended. Complelling characters, lots of adventure and intrigue and great descriptions. Looking forward to learning more 
about Oregon history and visiting some of the sites mentioned on the book. A great read.


