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EricJ. Finley : The Old U.S. 80 Highway Traveler's Guide (Phoenix-San Diego) before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Old U.S. 80 Highway Traveler's Guide (Phoenix-

San Diego):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy A fanl really like this book because of all the old
pictures and information not just amap.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Route 66 isn't the only
highway with a story to tell!By Thomas L. Magnessl went over this entire route on atrip with my family when | was


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0965235807

13in1965. One marvels at the variety of landscapesthat it covers, and the historical associationsit is connected with.
From the long stretch between Phoenix and Y uma (which is reminiscent of the terrain seen in the chasein the film
THELMA AND LOUISE), past the former prison town and now thriving desert community of Y uma, aong the desert
route of the old plank road between Yumaand El Centro (some of the planks survive to this day), through the
agricultural oasis of the Imperial Valley, going up over the Laguna Mountains and the San Diego backcountry,
recently scarred by fire but still agreat asset to this area), and finally winding down into San Diego proper, this
highway covers every conceivable terrain. A valuable book for those who love the highways and byways of America.3
of 3 people found the following review helpful. A entertaining guide to an entertaining driveBy Denny Gibsonl only
discovered this book when | was past the half-way point of the very drive it describes. It added immensely to the
remainder of the west bound drive and | used it to locate a couple of missed sites on the way back. US 80 doesn't have
the current popularity of Route 66 or the Lincoln Highway but, as the "All-Y ear Southern Route" for " Coast-to-Coast”
travel in the early days of the automobile, it was once one of the more important roadways in America. Thisis agreat
"roadie" book with plenty of history, sightseeing tips, and those details that help you put together your own two-lane
experience. It iswell written and illustrated and would probably make good reading for the arm chair traveler but it's
real placeisin the glove compartment.

Book by Eric J. Finley

Aninteresting travel book...which put a better taste in our mouth. -- John Austin, book review columnist, Hollywood
Insider's Syndicate, 1/16/98Eric Finley is aman after my own heart. -- Richard Nilsen, travel editor, The Arizona
Republic, 11/30/97Eric J. Finley has done a superior job in telling the story of the old road.... He writes well, with a
touch of humor, so the book isfun to read even if you don't plan to make the trip. -- Chris MacKenzie, The Alpine
Sun/Back Country Shopper, 1/98Finley...has written a fabulous book about what's left of the road from Phoenix to San
Diego.... We love this softcover book. -- Chuck Woodbury, editor, Out West The Newspaper That Roams, Fall
1997Now and then, awriter comes about who's dedicated to keeping the memories and romance of off-the-beaten-path
highways alive. Author Eric Finley is one of them. -- Bob Carter, travel book reviewer, Traveling by the Book,
2/12/98From the Back CoverU.S. Route 80 is the predecessor to Interstate Highways 10 and 8 from Phoenix, Arizona,
to San Diego, California. No longer marked as a major transcontinental thoroughfare, the path of old Route 80 in the
West nonetheless survivesin the form of a hodgepodge of lesser roads. For many years now, the seemingly
disconnected segments of what was once called "the Broadway of America' have been largely abandoned and left to
time. But now, author Eric Finley invites readers to re-explore the forgotten pavement, history, and sites of "the old
road" in The Old U.S. 80 Highway Traveler's Guide (Phoenix-San Diego). In the car or in the armchair, The Old U.S.
80 Highway Traveler's Guide will transport readers across nearly 400 miles of Arizona and California past burned-out
gas stations, neon-lit tourist courts, and abandoned automobiles dotting aland of changing contour and immense
historical importance. An ample selection of maps, illustrations, and photos (both original and historic) all add to the
intrigue of this must-have guidebook for all highway lovers! About the AuthorEric J. Finley isawriter, editor, and
voice talent who holds a B.A. degree in Communications with a minor in speech from Grand Canyon University in
Phoenix, Ariz. He has earned several awards for public speaking and photography and is or has been a member of
several organizations, including the Society for Technical Communication, the Historic Route 66 Association of
Arizona, the Oregon-California Trails Association, the Fabulous Fifties Ford Club of Arizona, and the Pontiac-
Oakland Club International. A contributor to Route 66 Magazine, The Old U.S. 80 Highway Traveler's Guide
(Phoenix-San Diego) is hisfirst book. Hislifelong interest in road travel and eventual interest in historic highways led
him to write and submit his first magazine article at the age of 15. Though it was not published, he continued to write
for school publications through college and started a career in radio broadcasting as a radio announcer for KRDS
Radio in Phoenix, then as a copywriter and assistant to a national talk show host on the Sun Radio Network, and, more
recently, as a part-time traffic reporter for Skyview Traffic Watch on KTAR Radio in Phoenix. Though he continues to
perform freelance voice-over and narration work, he now dedicates himself more to hislove for writing and editing as
the owner of his sole proprietorship, Narrow Road Communications. He is single and currently resides in Phoenix.



