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Thomas Belt : The Naturalist in Nicaragua  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Naturalist in Nicaragua: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. InterestingBy Desert Dogs2It is interesting, but sometimes Mr. Belt 
could tighten up his writing style. Some of the information on the mines, etc. was interesting (he worked at the mines), 
but I was more interested in the plants and animals of Nicaragua. However, a person interested in mining history may 
find it more interesting than I did.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting book; condition as 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0226042200


described.By Joanne7925This book arrived timely and was in very good condition - as described. The book is very 
interesting and describes early 1900's developments in the country from the prospective of a man very interested in the 
flora and fauna - reasons that I am traveling there soon.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. One of the 
best books I've ever read!By Reverend MikeThis book should be required reading in school, the historical perspective, 
info on nature, and Belts perspective on anthropology are priceless and disturbing. A cross between a travel book and 
biology class, under extreme conditions with 4 legged transportation. It makes me appreciate how difficult it was to 
travel, back in the day, in a tropical country. The author was working for a mining company and travelled extensively. 
Belt does an excellent job of describing what he experienced. Some things are little changed up to the present day, 
horses and mules are still pulling wagons with wooden wheels, now competing for room on the roads with modern 
4x4's. Nicaragua has lost much of what Belt describes but is still a beautiful country. Read the book, then go visit 
before the population destroys the rest....

"The best of all natural history journals which have ever been published."Charles Darwin, 1874. Beautifully illustrated 
and a pleasure to read, this classic book describes the geography, geology, ecology, flora, fauna, and native inhabitants 
of Nicaragua in the nineteenth century. Many of Belt's detailed and accurate observations were not confirmed until 
decades laterfor example, the fact that certain plants have "standing armies" of ants that defend them.

From the Back CoverThis masterpiece of scientific reportage and travel storytelling, first published in 1874, is a 
captivating narrative of the journeys of mining engineer Thomas Belt through the tropical rivers, valleys, forests, and 
lakes of Nicaragua. Replete with vivid descriptions of the animals and plants he encountered and full of ruminations 
on the geology of the region that were dismissed as fanciful at the time but have since been vindicated as true, this is 
"the best of all natural history journals which have ever been published," according to no less an authority than Charles 
Darwin.About the AuthorThomas Belt (1832-1878) was an English mining engineer and naturalist. He traveled 
widely, publishing papers on his observations, and worked for several years in Australia, in Nicaragua, and in 
Colorado. 


