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Henry D. Thoreau : The Maine Woods: A Fully Annotated Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Maine Woods: A Fully Annotated Edition: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent annotationsBy Tom T.In addition to this edition of "The 
Maine Woods," I have Jeffrey Crammer's annotated editions of "Walden" and "Thoreau Essays." I had so thoroughly 
enjoyed and benefited from reading his annotated edition of Walden that I sought out this and the annotated volume of 
essays. Jeffrey Cramer's annotations are excellent making Thoreau more accessible to a wider audience. The 
annotations also have quite a lot to offer those already familiar with this work.3 of 4 people found the following 
review helpful. The Maine Woods: Thoreau at his bestBy Earl R. Anderson"The Maine Woods" is the first American 
classic and still the best book in the field of naturalism, mainly because Thoreau writes from the perspective of his 
own safari-experience while at the same time observing plants, animals, birds, insects and topography scientifically. 
As a scientist his writing is informed by virtually all the books available on New England naturalism in the 1840s. 
Jeffrey Cramer's notes are especially helpful in tracking Thoreau's scientific sources. As a traveler interacting with 
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others, Thoreau respects the privacy of others while disclosing his personal foibles. As a writer cognizant of history, 
he puts Ethan Allen in his place (a self-promoter) while comparing his northern trek to Benedict Arnold's more heroic 
one in 1775. (Cramer falls short in this regard when he cites Arnold's march toward Quebec as a failure.) As a sign of 
objectivity, Thoreau avoids the knee-jerk reaction to Benedict Arnold as "traitor." He appreciates his Abenaki and 
Penobscot guides for their expertise. Stylistically this is Thoreau at his best, better than "Walden," perhaps because he 
is less self-conscious of a need to say something clever.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
CustomerIt was in good condition, it arrived quickly, and the person loved it... Thanks

On the 31st of August, 1846, I left Concord in Massachusetts for Bangor and the backwoods of Mainethus begins The 
Maine Woods, the evocative story of Thoreaus journeys through a familiar yet untouched land. As he explores Mt. 
Katahdin (an Indian word meaning highest land), Lake Chesuncook, the Allagash River, and the East Branch of the 
Penobscot, Thoreau muses on his own vulnerability and the humility engendered by his solitude in the wilderness. 
Throughout Thoreau invokes the forest of Mainethe mountains, waterways, fauna, flora, and the peoplein his singular 
style. Echoing Walden, Thoreaus passionate outcry against the degradation of the environment in The Maine Woods 
will resonate strongly today. This fully annotated gift edition of The Maine Woods makes a wonderful companion 
volume to Walden: A Fully Annotated Edition and I to Myself: An Annotated Selection from the Journal of Henry D. 
Thoreau. 

"Those who have long relished this earthy, adventurous book, as well as those who are discovering it for the first time, 
have reason to rejoice over this new edition, which has been so meticulously annotated by Jeffrey Cramer.Scott 
Russell Sanders, author of A Conservationist Manifesto. 


