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Vincent Carruthers : The Magaliesberg  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Magaliesberg: 

The Magaliesberg mountains are more than two billion years old - one of the oldest mountain ranges on the planet and 
the book traces their creation and the changes in the landscape over this vast passage of time. The ancient 
geomorphology has given rise to a wide spectrum of different habitats and a consequent diversity of plant and animal 
life. The books extensive descriptions of the fauna and flora of the area inspire the reader to consider the impact that 
man has on his environment. Each of the main plant and animal groups trees, flowers, birds, mammals, reptiles and 
insects has a chapter devoted to it with checklists of every species found in the area indicating both the scientific as 
well as common names. The Magaliesberg by Vincent Carruthers was first published in 1990. A second edition was 
published in 2000 and reprinted in 2007. It has now been revised again for publication to coincide with the 
international proclamation of the Magaliesberg Biosphere. The book has been highly successful and is a valuable 
source of information about the Magaliesberg, its geology, biodiversity and human history.

About the AuthorVincent Carruthers is a well-known environmentalist, who has written and contributed to a range of 
highly regarded publications, including Frogs Frogging. He serves on the board of a number of environmental 
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organisations and runs a management consultancy. The individual chapters were written by leading experts in their 
fields, among them Ken Newman, Bill Branch and Elsa Pooley. 


