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Brian Butko : The Lincoln Highway: Pennsylvania Traveler's Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Lincoln Highway: Pennsylvania Traveler's Guide: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Sorry, I've been too busy reading this to write ...By Brenda St. 
ClairSorry, I've been too busy reading this to write a review. Mr. Butko's writing is very helpful in planning my trip 
along the Lincoln Highway.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Nina Kgift for family 
member - they loved it2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Pennsylvania Traveler's Guide for the Lincoln 
Highway - A+++By ChrisIf you are traveling through Pennsylvania and are looking for something other than a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0811724972


highway route the Lincoln Highway is the way to go. Brian's description of the route and its history is superb.

Fully revised and updated editionFilled with all-new vintage postcards and photosMaps for travelers following the 
original routeThe Lincoln Highway, established in 1913 as the first roadway to cross the United States, continues to 
change. This new, updated edition of the successful guidebook to the route in Pennsylvania reflects those changes, 
focusing on recent trends on the highway, such as the appearance of retro buildings. The book describes what life was 
like along the old highway-with its stainless-steel diners, mom-and-pop businesses, spectacular scenery, and roadside 
attractions-and reveals how much of the past is still around.

PBS motors along Lincoln HighwayRick Sebak was producing a television documentary called The Pennsylvania 
Road Show for Pittsburgh's PBS, WQED-TV, when he first heard about the Lincoln Highway. I had met this guy 
named Brian Butko, Sebak says by telephone from WQED-TV in Pittsburgh. I don't think he had written his first book 
yet, but as we were driving, he kept pointing to these offshoots saying, See that? That's the old Lincoln Highway. I 
said Well, what's the Lincoln Highway? Butko, who has now published eight books, including three about the Lincoln 
Highway, is among the historians, motor court operators, restaurateurs and travelers featured in Sebak's latest 
television documentary, A Ride Along The Lincoln Highway, which airs Wednesday on PBS stations nationwide.The 
one-hour special uncovers the history, nostalgia and renewed interest in the route first mapped out in 1913 as the 
fastest, smoothest and most direct path from New York City to San Francisco. There's still a lot of people who have no 
idea that it exists, Sebak says.The Lincoln Highway was created when Carl Fisher, founder of the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway and the Prest-O-Lite headlamp company, combined resources with fellow titans Henry Joy, president of the 
Packard Motor Car Co., and Frank Seiberling, president of Goodyear, to create a cement roadway that would make 
cross-country automobile travel a legitimate option.By 1915, cars were able to make the 3,389-mile journey that cut 
through Indiana near Fort Wayne, traveling northwest into Elkhart, Osceola, Mishawaka and South Bend before 
reaching New Carlisle, LaPorte, Valparaiso and westward.In 1928, the northern Indiana section was abandoned for a 
more direct route that connected Fort Wayne and Valparaiso through Columbia City, Warsaw and Plymouth. But like 
so many other two-lane hwys, the Lincoln fell out of fashion in the 1950s, giving way to sleeker, faster 
interstates.Since 1992, however, with the formation of the new Lincoln Hwy Assn, roadway preservationists have 
shown a renewed interest in the routes. The best part of the whole cross-country experience is that you get to see 
everything, Sebak says. You see everyday America in incredible detail. You see Main Streets and beauty shops, ball 
fields and cemeteries. Not just roadside relics like diners and motels although they can be cool but everything. For A 
Ride Along The Lincoln Highway, Sebak and his crew traveled from Pittsburgh to San Francisco twice and once from 
Pittsburgh to New York City and back in 2007 and 2008.They stopped to have coffee at the Brick Street Station in 
Woodbine, Iowa; discovered an unusual independent gas station in Grand Island, Neb.; and attended the 2008 Lincoln 
Hwy Convention in Evanston, Wyo. Our first trip, in August 2007, we took off not knowing what we would see, 
Sebak says. The only thing I had set up was a meeting with David Hay in South Bend. Hay, a LaPorte man who was 
the executive director of the Lincoln Hwy Assn at the time, is among the historians featured in the program. It's a 
historical road, but it's also something we use everyday, Hay says. It's not like going to a museum where we must keep 
our distance. The road is something we can put our feet on, put our tires on and experience. It's history is all around us, 
and it's not something we should take for granted. In fact, Sebak says it was Hay who directed his crew to what would 
become a favorite destination during their cross-country treks. There's this place (in LaPorte) called BJ's American 
Cafe, Sebak says. We ate there three times. In the entire country, I don't think we ate at any other place twice. I said it 
at the time, but I dare say it again: This was the best road trip we've ever taken. --Jeremy D. Bonfiglio; South Bend 
TribuneAbout the AuthorBrian Butko lives in the Pittsburgh metro area and is the nation's leading authority on the 
Lincoln Highway. He is a founding director of the new Lincoln Highway Association. 


