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Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, Members of the Corps of Discovery : The Lewis and Clark Journals 
(Abridged Edition): An American Epic of Discovery  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Lewis and Clark Journals (Abridged Edition): An American Epic of Discovery: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Part of American HistoryBy J.R. McAuleyThis edition of the 
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Lewis Clark Expedition was based, not solely on the Nicholas Biddle's book written in 1814, as were all other 
renditions since then. He didn't have access to all the journals of members of the expedition other than Lewis Clark 
themselves that later became available, one as late at the 1960s. Many entries, particularly by Clark, have phonetic 
spellings that slow the reading. But one can imagine it is more historically accurate and gives a sense of how people of 
that era spoke and spelled. Sometimes the language is flowery and poetic. The spelling just wasn't settled on. Noah 
Webster's "An American Dictionary of the English Language" standardized spelling; but wasn't published until 1828, a 
quarter century after the Expedition. Some spellings of the same word are different in the same journal entry. That's 
just the way it was; and it makes entries come across as an authentic representation of the Journals of the Lewis Clark 
Expedition. Some typos by the author are also present.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Llike it a lot, 
not hard to read at all like the actual journals and more detailed that the summaries I have read.By NickThis is a book 
for those who want more than a summary and want to see the actual text of the writing, but in a way that you can 
understand what is being said and what they are meaning. This is much less detailed that all of the journal writing, but 
most of it you do not want to read (full journals) anyway. This gives the best account I have see yet.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy harry linebackGREAT book

Following orders from President Thomas Jefferson, Captains Meriwether Lewis and William Clark set out from their 
wintering camp in Illinois in 1804 to search for a river passage to the Pacific Ocean. In this riveting account, editor 
Gary E. Moulton blends the narrative highlights of the Lewis and Clark journals so that the voices of the enlisted men 
and of Native peoples are heard alongside the words of the captains.

From Booklist*Starred * This year is the bicentennial of the Louisiana Purchase; next year is the bicentennial of the 
commencement of the expedition of the Corps of Discovery, commanded by Lewis and Clark. Lewis never fulfilled 
his assigned task of organizing the pair's voluminous journals into a coherent whole suitable for publication. That task 
was first attempted in 1905, but the most comprehensive and definitive version was a 13-volume edition published by 
the University of Nebraska Press in 2001, edited by Moulton, a professor of history at that university. This abridgment, 
better suited for the general reader, is an invaluable and easily digestible account of the epic journey. Lewis is revealed 
here as the more emotional, even romantic, observer, while Clark often writes like a detached technocrat. Yet, through 
the eyes of both men, one can experience the excitement and sense of wonder as the Corps encountered fascinating 
and awe-inspiring physical beauty, wildlife, and myriad Native American cultures. The narrative is enhanced by 
Moulton's occasional insertions of the observations of lesser-known members of the Corps. This timely edition is a 
wonderful and inspiring reminder of the skill and bravery of those men who trekked across the continent when they 
and their nation were young. Jay FreemanCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved An invaluable 
and easily digestible account of the epic journey.Booklist 


