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J. W. Powell : First Through the Grand Canyon (Dodo Press)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised First Through the Grand Canyon (Dodo Press): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. kindle version makes frustrating read of great bookBy Linda 
kimbrelThis book would, I'm sure, have been a fascinating read in print form. The one-armed John Wesley Powell 
headed the first group of scientists, or anyone, to ever make the arduous trip down the Colorado River through the 
Grand Canyon, a trip even the Native American inhabitants believed to be impossible. The Kindle version, however, is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=140997958X


filled with indecipherable typos, and breaks into 46 FIRST DOWN THE GRAND the middle of paragraphs with 
annoying and misplaced headers (like that one), that interrupt the narrative flow arbitrarily, often several 46 FIRST 
DOWN THE GRAND times on a single page. I only fought my way to the end of the book because the story was so 
compelling, a first-person narrative of a fantastic adventure told in a near-offhand, casual manner, as tho a quick, two-
hour hike to the top of a 2800' cliff through chasms and rockfalls with dizzying drops only inches away just to see 
what perils lay ahead was a normal workaday event. Which, for the record, it was for these amazing gentlemen. Kindle 
seriously needs to address the ruinous formatting of this book. Myself, I will be getting my hands on the actual 
hardback print version so I can enjoy this true-life adventure without the painful frustration the Kindle version 
presents.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. excellent book. Both for history and geology.By Jack 
CurryGreat book. The first of its kind and still and excellent description of the Grand Canyon. I rafted the canyon in 
April before reading the book, and often it would still serve as a decent guide book. It's also a fun read.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. very specialized but goodBy CustomerLiked this 30 years ago and still do. But 
you have to be interested in Grand Canyon to read all of this.

John Wesley Powell (1834-1902) was a U. S. soldier, geologist, and explorer of the American West. He is famous for 
the 1869 Powell Geographic Expedition, a three-month river trip down the Green and Colorado rivers that included the 
first passage through the Grand Canyon. He studied at Illinois College, Wheaton College, and Oberlin College, 
acquiring a knowledge of Ancient Greek and Latin but never graduating. He was elected to the Illinois Natural History 
Society in 1859. Due to his deep Protestant beliefs, and his social commitments, his loyalties remained with the Union, 
and the cause of abolishing slavery. He enlisted in the Union army as a topographer and military engineer. In 1881 he 
became the second director of the U. S. Geological Survey, a post he held until 1894. He was also the director of the 
Bureau of Ethnology at the Smithsonian Institution until his death. In 1895 he published a book based on his 
explorations of the Colorado titled Canyons of the Colorado. Amongst his other works are Wyandot Government 
(1881), Indian Linguistic Families of America, North of Mexico (1891) and Truth and Error; or, The Science of 
Intellection (1898).

About the AuthorJohn Wesley Powell (1834 1902) was a US soldier, geologist, explorer of the American West, and 
director of major scientific and cultural institutions. He is famous for the 1869 Powell Geographic Expedition, a three-
month river trip down the Green and Colorado rivers that included the first known passage through the Grand Canyon. 


