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4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Exploration and Empire.By charlesI consider Dr. Goetzmann one of 
the best professors on the history of theAmerican West. His Exploration and Empire is a classic of the exploring of the 
west by explorers and scientists. I ordered a hard cover copy and itarrived on time and in excellent condition. I have 
added this classic bookto my American History collection. Charles2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
How the West was WonBy Anthony A. TurnerHeavy going this book, but packed full of an astonishing collection of 
historical fact. A revelation as to the reasons for the West's exploration and how it came about.An impressive picture 
of the times. A great refernce book and well worth re-reading. The only fault was the reproduction of the all important 
maps in my paper back version, far too small to interpret. Even a magnifying glass hardly improved legibility. A good 
atlas and Google Earth were of great asistance however.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
jwilliamsGreat!

From early mountain men searching for routes through the Rockies to West Point soldier-engineers conducting 
topographical expeditions, the exploration of the American West mirrored the development of a fledgling nation. In 
his Pulitzer Prize-winning Exploration and Empire, William H. Goetzmann analyzes the special role the explorer 
played in shaping the vast region once called "the Great American Desert." According to Goetzmann, the exploration 
of the West was not a haphazard series of discoveries, but a planned - even programmed - activity in which explorers, 
often armed with instructions from the federal government, gathered information that would support national goals for 
the new lands. As national needs and the frontier's image changed, the West itself was rediscovered by successive 
generations of explorers, a process that in turn helped shape its culture. Nineteenth-century western exploration, 
Goetzmann writes, can be divided into three stages. The first, beginning with the Lewis and Clark expedition in 1804, 
was marked by the need to collect practical information, such as the locations of the best transportation routes through 
the wilderness. Then came the era of settlement and investment - the drive to fulfill the Manifest Destiny of a nation 
beginning to realize what immense riches lay beyond the Mississippi. The final stage involved a search for knowledge 
of a different kind, as botanists and paleontologists, ethnographers and engineers hunted intensively for scientific 
information in the "frontier laboratory." This last phase also saw a rethinking of the West's place in the national 
scheme; it was a time of nascent conservation movements and public policy discussions aboutthe region's future. 
Drawing on a wealth of primary sources, Goetzmann offers a masterful overview of the opening of the West, as well 
as a fascinating study of the nature of exploration and its consequences for civilization.

From the Back CoverFrom early mountain men searching for routes through the Rockies to West Point soldier-
engineers conducting topographical expeditions, the exploration of the American West mirrored the development of a 
fledgling nation. In his Pulitzer Prize-winning Exploration and Empire, William H. Goetzmann analyzes the special 
role the explorer played in shaping the vast region once called "the Great American Desert". According to Goetzmann, 
the exploration of the West was not a haphazard series of discoveries, but a planned - even programmed - activity in 
which explorers, often armed with instructions from the federal government, gathered information that would support 
national goals for the new lands. As national needs and the frontier's image changed, the West itself was rediscovered 
by successive generations of explorers, a process that in turn helped shape its culture. Nineteenth-century western 
exploration, Goetzmann writes, can be divided into three stages. The first, beginning with the Lewis and Clark 
expedition in 1804, was marked by the need to collect practical information, such as the locations of the best 
transportation routes through the wilderness. Then came the era of settlement and investment - the drive to fulfill the 
Manifest Destiny of a nation beginning to realize what immense riches lay beyond the Mississippi. The final stage 
involved a search for knowledge of a different kind, as botanists and paleontologists, ethnographers and engineers 
hunted intensively for scientific information in the "frontier laboratory". This last phase also saw a rethinking of the 
West's place in the national scheme; it was a time of nascent conservation movements and public policy discussions 
aboutthe region's future. Drawing on a wealth of primary sources, Goetzmann offers a masterful overview of the 
opening of the West, as well as a fascinating study of the nature of exploration and its consequences for 
civilization.About the AuthorWILLIAM H. GOETZMANN in the Jack S. Blanton, Sr., Professor of History at the 
University of Texas at Austin and a Fellow of the Texas State Historical Association. He is the author of many books 
and articles, including Army Exploration in the American West, which is also published by the TSHA. 


