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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A great guide in finding excellent NYC metro restaurantsBy Phil 
LeeI found that this guide assists you in discovering the diversity, background, and curiosity within Manhattan, 
Brooklyn, Queens, and Bronx neighborhoods. I used it to uncover new restaurants and cuisines, especially authentic, 
unpretentious, inexpensive ones, whenever visiting the Big Apple.It is great when you go into neighborhoods where 
they just don't speak English and often new immigrants (natives) on the street or over the phone are too myopic in 
giving directions.It is great for the NYC visitor as exploring Queens and Brooklyn by subway doesn't come without 
some intrepidation, especially in the evening. But after qualifying the areas that I do know quite well, Little Italy and 
Chinatown, I read areas that I recently visited Koreantown, Manhattan and Little Columbia in Jackson Heights, 
Queens. I now value the insight and comprehensive amount of research the author presents.Each ethnic group has a 
clear vignette on when they came and settled, the reasons for immigrating, noteworthy aspects of their culture, 
political and religious organizations, and restaurants, markets, shops, museums, and cultural activities. Some 500 pgs 
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worth!He gives a lot of practical info, phone numbers, hours open, specialties, so that when you are on a quest, you 
can find it. Lots of factoids and city trivia are sprinkled everywhere. Many opinions were on the mark. Good 
index.The first reviewer needs to read more thoroughly: a) Russian Jews in Brighton Beach, p 223-8; b) Germans in 
Ridgewood, Queens (next to Glendale), p 55-7; c) even a random tourist like me knows that The Bronx starts at 140-
150th St, a typo.My main critique is that the author could have included simple "bigger-picture" maps showing the 
neighborhoods and Metro stops to make it more tourist friendly. While he gives general directions on where they are 
located, often I couldn't determine which borough it was in.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. if you 
are visiting NYC read this bookBy Michael LewynIf you want to stay in the cocoon of midtown Manhattan don't 
bother with this book. But if you want to see the REAL, non-homogenized-Middle-American New York, read this. If 
you want to see the outer boroughs, read this to know what's interesting. Thanks to this book, I discovered:*Jackson 
Heights (mostly Columbian) *Brighton Beach (mostly Russian) *Greenpoint (Polish) *Bensonhurst (the REAL Little 
Italy) *Belmont (another Italian area in the Bronx; I liked Bensonhurst better, its easier to reach by subway, bigger and 
better kept) *3 separate Hasidic Jewish areas (Crown Heights, Boro Park and Williamsburg) *Washington Heights 
(Dominician/Puerto Rican) *Astoria (Greek) *Flushing (Chinese) *Atlantic Avenue (Arabic) *Midwood (Syrian 
Jewish)One caveat: if you are interested in one particular restaurant call to make sure it is open.5 of 6 people found the 
following review helpful. A useful guide, but contains many inaccuracies and omissionsBy Tony the Tour GuyIt's 
definitely useful to have an A-Z guidebook to NY's many immigrant groups. But this book has many shortcomings 
and inaccuracies. For example, it barely mentions the huge Russian presence in Brighton Beach, and its section on 
Germans ignores their best restaurants in the Glendale section of Queens. Errors include a statement that the early 
Greek immigrants settled in the South Bronx between 14th and 15th Streets (there are no such streets in the Bronx!) 
and locating the Masjid Al Farouq mosque between 4th and 5th Streets, when it is really between 4th and 5th Avenues.

Updated to reflect the changing ethnic makeup of New York City, Ethnic New York features coverage of growing 
Mexican, Korean, and Pakistani communities. New chapters include information about Southeast Asians, Filipinos, 
and African-Caribbeans.


