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Geoffrey Wolff : Edge of Maine (Directions)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Edge of Maine (Directions): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Outstanding bookBy Joan BaileyAn amazing book; I keep reading it 
over and over. Excellent writing.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Just the Thing for a Pleasant 
Summer ReadBy Franklin the MouseMr. Wolff does a wonderful job of describing certain historical snapshots and 
present-day cultural aspects of coastal Maine. His description of being lost at sea in a horribly thick Maine fog is 
worth the book itself. Mr. Wolff does not attempt to depict all facets of my home state, but does a commendable job in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0792238710


his usual eloquent manner. In this brief work, he made me laugh, reflect and ultimately, reaffirm the true beauty of 
Maine and why I'll always live here. Do yourself a favor and read this pleasant and realistic tribute.5 of 7 people found 
the following review helpful. Water's too cold, so sit on the beach and read itBy Dennis WatersNever having read his 
other stuff, I know Geoffrey Wolff only by reputation. I know the coast of Maine as anyone "from away" might - from 
many visits for many reasons over the years (though very few upon the water itself). I know the National Geographic 
Directions series from previous positive encounters (Oliver Sacks on Oaxaca and Robert Hughes on Barcelona).So 
with that background may I recommend to you The Edge of Maine. It is a fine, brief travelogue that never bores and 
frequently enlightens. It is very much in the spirit of the series, which enlists noted writers to tell their story of a place 
that they know and love.There is no plot, no narrative, no grand theory - just a series of vignettes (many first-person, 
many third-party sourced) about history, culture, nature, and everyday experience for those who come to visit and 
those who have always been there. Fog, feuds, families, "from away" - the variety is considerable.And there's a nice 
map at the beginning to keep you oriented as you contend with the myriad names of islands and rivers and points and 
bays.I'll give The Edge of Maine four stars. It is not great literature, but anyone with more than a passing interest in 
Maine and the desire to spend a few hours immersed in a well-written travelogue should grab it.

Novelist and biographer Geoffrey Wolff has spent many summers in Mainesailing its coastal waters, climbing its 
rocky peaks, and communing with its natives. Now, with the voice of a passionate insider, he brings readers into the 
heart of this striking region and explains what makes it unique. Starting with a gripping tale about being lost offshore 
in the fog with inadequate navigational aids, Wolff goes on to describe the coasts geological history and discovery by 
Europeans. He then turns a keen eye towards Mainers, their mores and peculiarities, and to the summer rusticators 
who for generations have invaded the stunning waterfronts. A section on boat building celebrates the extraordinary 
rescue of Maines foremost craft; another on lobsters tells the rich story of the custom, taste, commerce, environmental 
conflict, and scientific mystery surrounding these critical crustaceans. Here is a true feasttravel literature at its best.

From BooklistNovelist and biographer Wolff is ultimately apologetic about this patchy little travelogue, confessing 
that, really, he covers only part of one edge of a state with at least three. He ignores Maine's borders with New 
Hampshire and two Canadian provinces, writing about only the middle of Maine's famously rock-bound seaboard, 
which is what he knows from years of coasting along it. No apology is necessary. Sure, he skips from history to 
memoir to reportage so abruptly that it nearly causes whiplash. On the other hand, this is all good stuff: the story of 
Maine's first, failed colony, founded in 1607; Wolff and his young family's frightening night at sea in deep fog; the 
ways of Maine's best boat restorer and proprietor of its most fabulous boatyard; the legends of the greatest potential 
environmental disasters averted in Maine since 1970; the seemingly perennial clashes between poor year-round 
Mainers and wealthy, often officious "rusticators" (e.g., the Cabots, John Travolta) from elsewhere. One wishes only 
that the book were even more chock-full of interest. Ray OlsonCopyright American Library Association. All rights 
reservedAbout the AuthorGeoffrey Wolff is the author of the acclaimed biography Black Sun, The Duke of Deception, 
and The Art of Burning Bridges. His novels include Providence and The Age of Consent.Currently he is the director of 
the graduate fiction program at the University of California at Irvine and splits his time between Los Angeles, 
California and Maine. 


