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John Wooley : Ed Galloway's Totem Pole Park: The Story Behind One of the Greatest Folk-Art Attractions on 
America's Mother Road, Route 66  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Ed Galloway's Totem Pole Park: The Story Behind One of the Greatest Folk-Art Attractions on 
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America's Mother Road, Route 66: 

ED GALLOWAY'S TOTEM POLE PARK For nearly 70 years, Nathan Edward Galloway's one-of-a-kind creation 
has towered over a rural stretch of state highway just off Route 66 in northeastern Oklahoma, attracting people from 
near and far. Billed as the world's largest man-made totem pole, the 90-foot-tall, meticulously crafted concrete 
structure as well as the park that surrounds it was, unbelievably, a one-man project. Ed Galloway's Totem Pole Park is 
a book about this extraordinary man, who built his totem pole and the surrounding park after retiring from a life that 
had seen him go from a hardscrabble farm in rural Missouri to a now almost-forgotten war in the Philippine Islands, 
and from there to Sand Springs, Oklahoma, where he distinguished himself for many years as a manual-training 
instructor and father figure to the orphaned boys at oilman Charles Page's famous Sand Springs Home. A soldier, 
artist, teacher, sculptor, and visionary, Ed Galloway was a man as fascinating as the park that bears his name, which 
continues to draw tourists and Mother Road explorers from all over the globe. Ed Galloway's Totem Pole Park is for 
those travelers, as well as for armchair adventurers seeking a fascinating and unusual true-life tale of a man who 
brought his singular artistic vision to unforgettable life.


