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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. John Steinbeck would have loved it!By derbymanJohn Steinbeck 
would have loved this work by John Olsen who retraced the journey that Steinbeck took fifty yhears ago around 
America. DOWN JOHN'S ROAD is beautifully written and hard to put down. I wish the book would have started on 
page 1 with Olsen pulling out of his driveway in his new GMC truck with the same manufactured camper that 
Steinbeck used and perhaps using flashbacks as he traveled to let us know how he came to undertake this wonderful 
odyssey. I'd like to have "gotten on the road" quicker but once there, it was a splendid read. John Olsen is a keen 
observer of humans and his insights are well worth considering. As with Steinbeck's TRAVELS WITH CHARLEY, I 
kind of felt that this work was rushed from the homeward bound point on and it sort of skipped through our stunning 
Southwest, California and Oregon...states that have far more appeal to me than the "rust belt" states where Olsen spent 
too much fiddling around back and forth in this book. However, because you have to give TRAVELS WITH 
CHARLEY a five star rating, John Olsen's story rates a very strong and well deserved FOUR STARS. I'd recommend 
it to anyone who has ever had a hankering to hit the road in search of spiritual truths and adventure.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. A Terrific Inspiring AdventureBy John F. Haller10/2/11This is a wonderful tale of a 
recent adventure by a retired editor in a truck camper reliving John Steinbeck's trip in "Travels With Charley" which 
occurred in the 1960's. Personal observations of people and places, and the purpose of life are related in a direct 
engaging manner. Read it and be inspired to take your own trip across America and revive your faith in the variety and 
wonderfulness of people and in our country. A quick easy read - well worth it!John0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Excellent book! Lots of connections to to the Steinbeck ...By dale schulzExcellent book! Lots of 
connections to to the Steinbeck book, " Travels with Charlie". Highly recommended!

Two men. Two trucks. Two Americas. Follow journalist John Olson in fall 2009 as he recreated John Steinbeck's 
iconic 1960 "Travels With Charley" journey in a GMC truck camper: * Ride shotgun with Olson for 80 days, 12,673 
miles, through 34 states. * Meet the zany characters at the midnight parking lots of Walmart. * Feel the tension as 
Olson comes within a second of dying on a lonesome Louisiana road. * Pick up a hitchhiker in Arizona thumbing his 
way to Egypt. * Joke with convicts, eat with the homeless, and chase a moose in backwoods Maine. * Go berserk in 
the boroughs of New York City searching for Yankee Stadium. * Find what Alice Cooper, Carl Bernstein, Mae West 
and Willie Nelson have in common. In September 1960, writer John Steinbeck, left Sag Harbor, Long Island, in a 
GMC truck camper, and later wrote "Travels With Charley: In Search of America." He wanted to save his sanity and 
prove his manhood. In September 2009, writer John Olson, stared into his mortality as well, and started driving down 
Steinbeck's long road - also in a GMC truck camper. Both men took 11 weeks on the trek obsessed with circling the 
United States. Comparing and contrasting Steinbeck's 1960 Great American Road Trip with America five decades 
later, Olson ponders the question Steinbeck faced: What are Joe Average Americans like today? Find out for yourself - 
Down John's Road.

About the AuthorJohn R. Olson is a retired newspaper editor and radio news journalist living on Puget Sound. He has 
worked for Voice of America in Europe and for Mission Network News on Bainbridge Island, Washington. Down 
John's Road is his first book. 


