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John McKinney : California's National Parks: A Day Hiker's Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised California's National Parks: A Day Hiker's Guide: 

17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. California's Finest at your FingertipsBy Fritz R. WardCalifornia's 
national parks are among the best in the United States. They are certainly among the most diverse, ranging from 
dramatic seashores at Point Reyes and Redwood National Park to the stunning mountain parks in the Sierra, Yosemite 
and Sequoia/Kings Canyon, to the desolate Mojave National Preserve. This book by McKinney is a nice introduction 
to these areas and also includes lesser known places such as the John Muir and Eugene O'Neill National Historic Sites. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0899973876


Although it is listed as a first edition, the book is actually an update of a 2000 edition published by Olympus 
Press.This book has a lot to recommend it, including (like all McKinney books) lots of local history and reasonably 
decent trail maps. The black and white photos within are sharp and both directions to the trailhead and trail 
descriptions are sound. Moreover, all the hikes here are winners. I have walked about one third of the trails listed 
herein and every one of them is worth doing at least twice.The reason the book only gets 4 stars is that it only offers a 
small sampling of all the truly impressive day hikes that are possible in the parks. McKinney lists only 14 trails in 
Sequoia and Kings Canyon, a number that could easily be doubled. Where is the hike to Little Baldy Summit or the 
King's Canyon Overlook on the Hotel Creek Trail? For that matter, where are all the stellar hikes in the newly created 
Sequoia National Monument? Still, most of us only have a few days of vacation a year to spend in the parks and 
McKinney's book is a good introduction to these spectacular places. If you have never been to one of these parks, this 
book is a good place to begin planning a vacation around.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy Catherine Anne SmithGood book on the National Parks in California.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Updating NeededBy Eleanor ShumakerFollowing directions to a dirt road, and you find a paved one! 
This books need some updating. Other than that, it's great.

Californias glorious natural wonders are preserved in its state and national parklands, and chronicled here in this guide 
by John McKinney, hiking columnist for the Los Angeles Times for 18 years. In this guide, McKinney, known to his 
readers as The Trailmaster, has identified the finest hikes that each parkland has to offer. Californias National Parks 
describes over 150 walking adventures in famous national parks as well as those in federally-managed national 
monuments, preserves, and recreation areas. McKinneys rousing descriptions of each park will inspire both first-time 
California travelers to explore the state by foot, as well as California residents in search of new trails. Also included 
are maps of each park, fun facts and natural and human history, scenic and historic photos, and the distance and 
elevation gain of each hike.

About the AuthorJohn McKinney is the author of a dozen books about walking, hiking and nature, including a series 
of day hiking guides to California. For 18 years he wrote a popular hiking column for the Los Angeles Times, and he 
now writes articles and commentaries about hiking for national publications, and promotes hiking and conservation on 
radio and television. 


