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Bob Nicholson : California Mission Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised California Mission Guide: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book did have useful synopses of the Missions but there are 
some really ...By Greg Peck FanThis book did have useful synopses of the Missions but there are some really simple 
glaring misses in basic usability which rendered it very hard to use. There is no one-page map that shows where each 
mission is. So we flew into Monterey, saw the Mission in Carmel, and without reading page-by-page couldn't see 
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which others were near. Another example - in the back is an index, with the Missions in order of establishment. But... 
there are no corresponding page numbers to find them in the book.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. 
Great information about the California Missions and affordably priced!By C. CoulingThis book provides a good 
overview of each on the missions, including history and things to see. There is also background information on things 
relating to the California Missions, like asistencias, presidios, El Camino Real, and even adobe construction.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. The California Missions Map is a far better tool for researched or visiting 
the missions than this ...By Pat F.This book is poorly put together! The size of the type and drawings are extremely 
small and should have been a larger format. It is very basic with black and white maps that are too small. I can tell that 
this may have been a larger format and reduced to fit the small size of the book. It appears as if someone produced it 
on their computer, added Xeroxed maps and self published! Don't bother.The California Missions Map is a far better 
tool for researched or visiting the missions than this book for about the same price!

The California missions represented the final expansion of the Spanish Empire. From 1769 to 1823, Spanish soldiers 
and monks built a total of 21 Missions and 5 Presidios (or military forts), stretching North from Mexico, along the 
Pacific coast, through the territory that was then known as Alta California. Over a short period little more than 50 
years the Spanish brought a new culture to California, spreading European religion, agricultural practices, and 
eventually forms of government. The settlements around the missions became the seeds of modern Californias major 
cities. The trail connecting the missions, El Camino Real, became Californias first highway, and its route is closely 
followed by modern Highway 101. The designs of the missions still influence California architecture. In a very real 
sense, California as we know it today would not exist without the foundation of the missions. The California Mission 
Guide provides a quick introduction to the 21 California missions and their history. The book is a companion to the 
CaliforniaMissionGuide.com website, and is ideal for travelers and tourists who want to explore the California 
Missions. Note: This book does not contain photographs! There are many beautiful photo books featuring the 
California Missions. Our goal for the California Mission Guide was to provide a small book with key information on 
each of the missions, and the mission system in general.


