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Isabel Fonseca : Bury Me Standing: The Gypsies and Their Journey  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Bury Me Standing: The Gypsies and Their Journey: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Must read if you are interested in GypsiesBy Robert CoatesIf you 
are interested in learning more about the Roma/Romany/Gypsy people, their history and culture, this book is an 
absolute must have. Ms Fonseca combined years of personal journeys and encounters with Roma people throughout 
Europe with an enormous amount of academic research. The writing is splendid, She combines enough factual 
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information for an encyclopaedia article with a narration that reads like a novel. It is an easy read, but still very deep. 
If you don't care about Gypsies when you start this book, you will when you have finished it.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. BURY ME STANDING~THE PLIGHT OF THE ROMABy B. BeechamGreat read for 
anyone truly interested in Roma studies or serious enough to get beyond the bias stereotypes of "Gypsy fortunetellers, 
beggers, tramps and thieves". This book goes way beyond scratching the surface of the socio-political and economic 
issues facing the Roma in Europe in the past and on a daily basis.Isabella Fonseca relates her close and personal 
experiences among the Roma in various countries such as Poland, Romania, Hungary, Germany, Czechoslovakia, and 
some of the poorest countries of Europe. She also interviews many of the people she befriends and relates their 
experiences and treatment in the horrendous and unforgivable death camps of the Nazi's.No glamory here, the STARK 
truth. It will educate, shock and disturb you!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy David 
AbbottWell written, I'm enjoying it.

A masterful work of personal reportage, this volume is also a vibrant portrait of a mysterious people and an essential 
document of a disappearing culture. Fabled, feared, romanticized, and reviled, the Gypsiesor Romaare among the least 
understood people on earth. Their culture remains largely obscure, but in Isabel Fonseca they have found an eloquent 
witness. In Bury Me Standing, alongside unforgettable portraits of individualsthe poet, the politician, the child 
prostituteFonseca offers sharp insights into the humor, language, wisdom, and taboos of the Roma. She traces their 
exodus out of India 1,000 years ago and their astonishing history of persecution: enslaved by the princes of medieval 
Romania; massacred by the Nazis; forcibly assimilated by the communist regimes; evicted from their settlements in 
Eastern Europe, and most recently, in Western Europe as well. Whether as handy scapegoats or figments of the 
romantic imagination, the Gypsies have always been with usbut never before have they been brought so vividly to life. 
Includes fifty black and white photos.

.com They travel endlessly and seem to appear almost everywhere, yet they are the world's most mysterious people: 
Gypsies. Isabel Fonseca has done the impossible, entering into their world, living and traveling with Gypsies during 
several long trips to Eastern Europe, and she has brought back an insightful, highly personal, and very readable 
account of who the Gypsies are and how they live. The Gypsies have a legendary aversion to "gadje," or outsiders, but 
Fonseca has lifted the curtain and written gracefully about their lives on the edge of society.From Publishers 
WeeklyAn exploration of the frequently persecuted and misunderstood Gypsy population of eastern Europe. Copyright 
1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalTraveling as a journalist, Fonseca stayed with a number of 
Gypsy families in Eastern Europe between 1991 and 1995. Through her experiences with them, study of the 
scholarship about them, and interviews with leading figures, she has produced a contemporary account of their status, 
incorporating details of their society, culture, and history. Her work portrays their commitment to tribal traditions and 
adherence to ritual and offers good insights, particularly into women's lives. The author regards Gypsies as "an ancient 
scapegoat" who survive through their traditions and a collective denial of their mistreatment by outsiders, including 
the Germans during World War II. The author details the discrimination that has kept the Gypsies, now often called 
Roma, from development of an identity and acceptance by the international community. Fonseca's work will appeal to 
both interested lay readers and scholars in the field. It belongs in subject collections.Rena Fowler, Humboldt State 
Univ., Arcata, Cal.Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


