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Recent changes in Burma/Myanmar have been called the Burmese democratic spring. While the international media
have mainly focused on the economic opportunities offered by these changes and on the doings and sayings of Aung
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San Suu Kyi, thereality is far more complex. The country is desperately poor, divided by ethnic and religious rivaries
and continues to suffer from some of the worlds most intractable military conflicts while powerful elite factions
oppose reform. Where, then, is the country heading? What are the key challengesit will face? Who are likely to be the
key playersin the unfolding events? With contributions on topics like the palitical situation, international relations,
ethnic and religious rivaries, and the economy, long-time observers of the situation offer insights and analysis that
address these issues.

About the AuthorMikael Graversisawell-known anthropologist and Burma scholar, much of whose work has focused
on the Karen people. Flemming Ytzen is an editor and columnist at the Danish daily, Politiken. He has long been
engaged in and written on the situation in Myanmar/Burma.



