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Kathleen Zingaro Clark : Bucks County Inns and Taverns (Images of America: Pennsylvania)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Bucks County Inns and 
Taverns (Images of America: Pennsylvania): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy John LawlessThe book has lots of cool old pictures of 
places that I can still see nowadays2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. HISTORY THAT'S FUN!By 
CHERYL ANNDON'T MISS READING THE CAPTIONS! I FOUND MYSELF LAUGHING ALOUD. AND 
TURNING THE PAGES OF OLD PICTURES THAT WERE WORTH MORE THAN 1,000 WORDS; 
ACCOMPANIED BY WORDS THAT TRULY COMPLIMENTED THE PICTURES. THERE IS PLENTY TO 
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TAKE SERIOUSLY, TOO; THE ETHNICITY OF THE AREA, THE HISTORY OF WOMEN, WHAT IT WAS 
LIKE TO BE A TRAVELER BACK THEN, THE USES FOR TAVERNS, OTHER THAN FOR THE 
OBVIOUS.THIS CHARMING BOOK WOULD MAKE A GREAT GIFT! AS WOULD ITS COMPANION, BUCKS 
COUNTY, ALSO BY KATHLEEN ZINGARO CLARK.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent 
overview of these Bucks County landmarksBy Stephen F. ReesInns and taverns date back to the earliest days of Bucks 
County Pennsylvania, and fortunately, many still survive. This is an excellent overview of these venerable Bucks 
County landmarks. The author explains the importance of these places, not only for hospitality, but as community 
gathering sites for social and political meetings. This book will increase anyone's understanding and appreciation for 
Bucks County's history. Highly recommended.Stephen Rees

From Colonial times to the present, the warmth and ambiance of Bucks Countys inns and taverns have ceaselessly 
beckoned those seeking refreshment or rest from the rigors of the road. Whether welcomed by the glow of a crackling 
fire or the sounds of lively conversation, guests were sure to find sustenance, shelter, companionship, and camaraderie 
within their walls. Besides providing lodging, these celebrated publick houses have long played an important role in 
the development of this richly historical region as meeting places, stagecoach stops, news centers, entertainment 
venues, polling stations, and auction houses. Bucks County Inns and Taverns documents how these establishments 
were once the focal point of rural and town life and how many continue today as landmarks, inspiring a sense of pride 
in Bucks County residents.

Title: Author discovers thereas more to local inns, taverns Author: Corinne Miller Publisher: Bucks County Herald 
Date: 11/27/2008 It was Kathleen Zingaro Clarkas lifelong passion for exploring the past that led to her current path as 
an author and researcher of Bucks Countyas vast and vibrant history. Her book, aBucks County Inns and Taverns, a 
part of Arcadia Publishingas aImages of Americaa series, is a photographic narrative detailing the societal and 
historical importance these spots served in Bucks County history. Set in the 1700s through the 1950s, the book is more 
than just pictures as Clark provides a glimpse into the significance of inns and taverns as well as the ongoing social 
conflicts that influenced not only Bucks County but the nation. Arranging the old photographs she collected allowed 
her to follow a historical storyline that leads readers through the Revolutionary and Civil wars, the Underground 
Railroad, and the Temperance Movement and Prohibition. aWhen someone is done reading this book from beginning 
to end, and hopefully not just looking at the photographs, theyall have a good sense of Bucks County history, a says 
Clark. aTheyall learn a little bit about the covered bridges and the Delaware Canal. Theyall learn something about 
womenas history. Itas not just a book about a photograph or a building. Thereas a little bit of everything in there that in 
some way has touched inn or tavern life.a Clark is no stranger to Bucks County nor is it her first foray delving into 
regional history. The longtime Doylestown area resident remembers spending her childhood exploring deserted places 
and gathering thediscarded objects. aIave always loved exploring. When I was a teenager, we used to spend some time 
up in the Poconos area, a the Philadelphia native explains. aThere were a few places that had been abandoned a old 
resorts and old music camps and casinos a and as kids, we would explore them.a aI was always intrigued by those 
things, a she continues, aand I think it set me on a path to see what I can find.a Despite her inner explorer, Clarkas 
professional venture into the past is fairly recent. She spent most of her career working in a high pressure position as a 
senior executive when she realized it was time to follow her real passion a the past. She quit her job and started her 
own company, Historia Productions. aAfter 30 years in the corporate world, I was ready to do something else, a she 
recalls. aI had been thinking about writing and researching regional history.a The idea for her book came about while 
she was researching her photographic journal aBucks County, a also published by Arcadia, in 2006. Cataloging 
photographs, personal stories and other historical detail for aBucks County, a Clark found a lot of material about old 
inns and taverns that proved too substantial for one chapter so she put the information aside with the intent of using it 
for another project. Eventually, Clark returned to the project, and seven months of full-time researching and 
organizing yielded a 127-page book featuring 220 photographs about Bucks County inn and tavern life. Clark tried to 
assemble as many pictures with people in them. aThey bring the book to life, a she explains. aThereas so much of the 
social context that getscaptured in these pictures.a In fact, one of her favorite photographs features a slew of people. It 
also doubles as the book cover. Capturing athe essence of the tavern, a says Clark, the photograph shows patrons, 
neighborhood children and a flying flag in the background as well as a man holding two flags. Clark surmised the 
people in the picture have come together for a holiday. aThese taverns were community gathering places, a she 
explained. aThis was a place where friends met and celebrations took place and people were fed and enjoyed 
socializing with each other. aOverall, these were places people came together to enjoy themselves, a she continues. 
aMany of them still in existence are restaurants and a lot of them are landmarks.a Of the 120 places featured, Clark 
revealed that about 80 percent are still standing, 60 percent of those are still serving the public in some sense. aOne of 
the things that drove me to do this book, a Clark says, awas I felt we had a lot of wonderful history and most people 
really didnat know it and it gets lost over time.a With a little less than 200 years to wade through, Clark created a 
network of people and sources that helped her. aThere are about 200 people out there in one way or another, whether 



they realize it or not, who helped me, a she says. In particular, she names Charles W. Lauble Jr., Gladys Koder and 
Edwin Harrington as three very influential sources. aThey were the most generous with their personal archives and 
helping me sort through and provide material.a Her networking and hard work paid off when the book was released at 
the end of October. Clark hopes the bookwill serve as a reminder of the abundant history Bucks County offers. aIf 
thereas only one thing that comes out of these books for me, itas that there are more people who cared about 
preserving some of these wonderful places. Then I will be a happy person.a aBucks County Inns and Tavernsa retails 
for $19.99 and can be found at Clarkas web site, historiaproductions.com, or at local book stores.About the 
AuthorKathleen Zingaro Clark, president of Historia Productions and author of Bucks County, is a researcher, writer, 
and presenter dedicated to preserving the history of this unique Pennsylvania region. She has assembled a captivating 
assortment of vintage photographs from the archives of preservationists, collectors, longtime residents, and historical 
societies throughout Bucks County. 


