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John N. Miksic, Anita Tranchini, Marcello Tranchini : Borobudur: Golden Tales of the Buddhas (Periplus
Travel Guides) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
Borobudur: Golden Tales of the Buddhas (Periplus Travel Guides):

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. The Search For WisdomBYy Michael GuntherThe author and
photographers of "Borobudur: Golden Tales of the Buddhas" have done a great service, by presenting such a clear and
accurate account of the history, architecture, and reliefs of the monument, and by including so many full-page, full-
color photos. Their take-home message is that the Borobudur monument was an ancient teaching tool and a realization
in stone of the search for wisdom, in the Mahayana Buddhist tradition. One proof of the book's usefulnessisthat it has
actually managed to stay in print, over the dozen years since it was first published. | believe that reading it will inspire
many peopleto visit the site, and will be very helpful to them in understanding it.l wish the book had illustrated even
more of the reliefs, but the selection it gives usis still generous enough, and well representative of the monument as a
whole. Three cheers for a high-quality book, that is both informative and enjoyable to read.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. pay respect to an ancient powerBy sritargj This book provide a broad information for general
public with an idea how it was discover and after. Photograph and diagram were adequate to understand the majestic
layer out of Borobudur. Very good effort of the writer to put together these informations indicated the power behind
this magnificent monument .0 of O people found the following review helpful. Soooooooo glad | had this book when |
visited Borobudur last ...By JuWuSoooooo00 glad | had this book when | visited Borobudur last summer--the best i
have ever read on this amazing temple.

With vivid photography and insightful commentary, this travel pictorial shines alight on the Buddhist art and
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architecture of Borobudur.The glorious ninthcentury Buddhist stupa of Borobudurthe largest Buddhist monument in
the worldstands in the midst of the lush Kedu Plain of Central Javain Indonesia, whereit isvisited annually by over a
million people. Borobudur contains more than a thousand exquisitely carved relief panels extending along its many
terraces for atotal distance of more than a kilometer. These are arranged so as to take the visitor on a spiritual journey
to enlightenment, and one ascends the monument past scenes depicting the world of desire, the life story of Buddha,
and the heroic deeds of other enlightened beingsfinally arriving at the great circular terraces at the top of the structure
that symbolize the formless world of pure knowledge and perfection.

About the AuthorJohn N. Miksic, an archaeologist born in the USA, haslived in Southeast Asiasince 1968. He has
written numerous books on Indonesian sites and artifacts.



