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Bill Irwin, David McCasland : Blind Courage  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Blind Courage: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great story; you'll love OrientBy P. JohnsonBlind Courage is an 
amazing story of Bill Irwin and his dog, Orient, and their journey along the AT in 1990. I knew I'd love the book when 
I saw that there was Orient's pawprint on the first page. Orient was one cool dog.This is not your typical AT book. 
You will not read about major sections of the trail. I must admit, that was a bit disappointing. For example, Great 
Smokey Mountains National Park doesn't allow dogs on trails. At a time when Bill often had to stand up for his legal 
right to have a service dog with him in any public place, I was left wondering if this was a problem. On the other hand, 
there may not have been a ban on dogs on trails in the park at that time. You WILL learn what it is like to hike the trail 
blind, relying on God, your guide dog, and the help of other amazing people. Bill does a great job telling us the back 
story of his life before his blindness and his life before his conversion to Christianity. This is story of courage, 
humility, gratitude, and persistence. Overall, a really good book.Well done, Bill! Well done, Orient!0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. A must read true story!By Carol HThis book was recommended to me by a friend 
in Germany I ordered a copy written in English and I could not put it down!0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. It's a great story, and I was fortunate enough to meet ...By Jeffrey D. LaneI've read this many times, but never 
bought a copy for myself. It's a great story, and I was fortunate enough to meet Bill and Orient on the trail outside of 
Roanoke Virginia when he was making his through-hike. I'll never forget them, nor will I ever forget what they taught 
a teenage-me: You can do anything you set your mind to.Bill was a great guy, and I am honored to have been able to 
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hike with him, even if only for a short while.

"In a remarkable story of commitment, Courage portrays Bill Irwin, the first blind person to hike the entire 
Appalachian Trail... encouraging us to pursue our own impossible dreams."


